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Becarse deerskins continue to be an important souwrce of war matsrial, the War
Production Board and the ¥ish and Wildlife Service of the Department of the
Interior today renewed their appeal to deer hunters to turn all deer hides obtalned
this scason into commercial chammelas for the manufacture of military scuipment.

Turing the last ysar, deerhide leather has proved to be the only suitable
material for such purposes as high altitude Tlying gloves, When other military
requirements exceeded the supply of deerhldes, trials of substlitute lesathers
proved them to bo unsatisfactory for these gloves.

The needs of the Army and of the Alr Forces for deerakin azloves are stlll
great, Althoush it is not possible at this time to forecast exactly the volume
of actual requirements for 1945, any reduction in ths supply of this important
material 1n anticipation of favorable military developmente might create a serious
shortage, the two agencies =said.

General Conssrvation Order M<310 (Hides, Skins and Leather) continuse the
channelling of all sultable deerskin material to military use. Should the war
sltuation warrant any relaxation of thess reatrictions at some future time, all
deerhides so releasad would find thelr way into uses Important to the clvilian
sconomy., In view of the general shortage of leather, there is little danger of
any economic wastce of whataver dserhides may be produced and conserved apalnst
contingencies for militury use,

Bunters were assured that the effort expended In salvaging desrskins from
animals taken in compliance with State laws and resulations will be an important
contriduticn to victory.

Accordingiy, the best care shcould ve taken In removing and preserving the
gkins, Inetructions on the corrsct methcd of preparation and cars of *the skins
will be furnished by State gams comrlssicnsa and conservation uenaltnbn%s who will
also furnlsh lists of buyere of the raw desr hildese.

Similar campalgns in the past 2 yeare have shown sxcellsnt results through
the cooperation of hunters, dealers and tanners with the varlecus authorities
concerned, During the 10434l hunting season, hunters donated more than 238,000
desr and elk hides which were chamnelled iInto ths lsather trade for converslon
Into militery use, according to Zata collected by the Fish and Wildlife Servlce.
In the 1942.4% season, 162,427 hides were turned in by hunters for war use.

In renswing the program thils year, the Quartermaster Curps, WPB, the United
States Departments of Agriculture and the Interior, State game and conservation
depertments, pportemzn's creanizations, individual hunters, hide dealers, and
leather manufacturers will work together to maks all deerskins avallable for the
wvar effort,

WFB and the other interested Federal agencles expresssi confidsnce that
hunters and State game commissions will continue thelr cooperation.
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